MISS BELLY DANCE SOUTH AFRICA €
By: Marion Nowak
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In 2007 Carla performed with the Maya Dance
Company performance group in the South Afri-
can Dance Teachers Association (SADTA) pro-
duction of Shal We Dance at the Playhouse in
Durban. In 2008 she was invited by the SADTA
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Nafoura: How does it feel to be Miss Belly dance
South Africa 20087

Carla: Amazing! It is a dream come-true. | have

been working sclidly since February 2009 for
this.
Nafoura: We're curios to know what you won,

anything special.
Carla: A arystal trophy which | keep; a large
floating trophy with my name on it; free advertis-
ing on a local dance website, a huge chocolate
hamper and goodies such as y note book,
and a gold medal for my ,lo (which was
an exira category),
for me was the achievement of winning

However, the greatest prize

Nafoura: Do you think that there were enough

Carla: | think for the first ever Miss Belly dance
ath Africa ot F'm con
vineed that this competition will just keep grow-
Ing, In slze and popularity.

a goed lwum oul

Nafoura: Do yeu think that a competition of th
nature might have cres line
beauty pageants and dancng competitions

ed the

with
the title kel ng, Miss Belly dance South Africa?

Carla: No, | feel that this competition was com-
y based on belly dance. The registration
rms clearly stated the requirements, which
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were all dance arentaled. The judges are all
highly respected belly dancers, such as Rania,
whao | feel would never have Judged the compe-
tithon like & beswsty pageant based on looks and
bady types.

Mafoura: What inspired you to enter this com-
patition?

Carla: | entered for the experenca of sharing
the stage with the cthar wonderfl dancers and
the opportunity of getting my name out there. |
also wanted to imgrove my dancing, by extend-
ing my knowledge

Mafoura: What are your goals for your belly
dance career in the fuiume?

Carla: My dream is io be a Belly dance Supor-
slar, to be abde 1o iravel the world doing whal |
lowe, Wy short teerm goal 15 o keep keaming and
tex Eraif i Egypl.

Maloura: Which malionsl or inbemationsl belly
dancers inspire you?

Carla; Initislly, Shakira was my inspiration o
start belly dancing. Today my international in-
spirations are the members of the Belly dance
Superstars, as well as the more folklor: danc-
ers such &5 Mahmoud Reda. Nationally my in-
Epiraticns are my amazing teacher Senta Seele
and rmy mom, who was has been to avery bally
dance kessson with me.

Mafoura: What are your views on the standards
of bally dance tramning i South Africa?

Carla: Belly dance is growing here and improves
ewery year tremendously, South Africa has had
intemational belly dancers such as Rania, Mah-
moud Reda and Tamalyn Dallal teach work-
shops, which | felt privileged o attend

Maloura: Will you enler the oompetilion mnext
WA SN

Cara: I was & greal experiencs, howeser | owill
b werling my final HIGCSE (Univeraity of Cam-
bridge ) examsa next year, and would not want o
dio the comgetition halt-heartedhy. So | will have
b see how the year goes.

A

Matoura: Wiho do you think i the mext ug and
caming belly dancer in South Africa?

| feel that with determination and hard work any
belly dancer could be the next up and coming
dancer in SA. There are a lot of talented belly
dancers in South Africa and hopefully Miss Belly
dance South Africa will inspire this dance form
o grow.

For more information on this event phesse visit
www.missbellydancesa.co.za
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